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“You Will Be My Witnesses” 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
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A young highway worker was tragically killed recently as he 
was painting lines on the pavement in the dark of night.  
He was hit by a drunken driver, who should have not been 
using that lane.  After plowing into the worker from 
behind, the driver just kept on going until he was 
eventually chased down by some of the victim’s 
co-workers.  Fortunately, there were others at 
the scene who witnessed the tragedy, 
telephoned for help, and nabbed the 
suspect.  Those witnesses will also be 
counted on heavily to testify in the 
courtroom about what they had seen 
and heard. 

“You will be my witnesses,” Jesus said 
to his disciples on the day of his 
ascension.  Prior to that, he gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive.  Luke 
tells us about many of them in his Gospel 
account and shares the details of even more in 
the Book of Acts.  He learned about them from 
Jesus’ disciples and was told about others from the Apostle 
Paul.  He share the facts as he had learned to know them.  
He is being a faithful witness, just as the risen Lord 
instructed him to be. 

“You will be my witnesses,” Jesus says to you 
and to me.  He doesn’t expect you to tell 

others what you don’t know – only what 
you have come to know and see through 

eyes of faith in the inspired Scriptures.  
Many of you have had the finest 

Christian educations on the face of the 
earth.  You were brought into God’s family as 

infants in Holy Baptism, instructed by Christian 
parents, taught by Christian teachers and 
trained pastors, and were supported in your 

Christian faith by many caring friends and your church family.   
What a wonderful foundation has been laid for your faith!  And 
what wonderful opportunities there are for you to build on it 
over the years with weekly church attendance, regular Bible 

study, and continued spiritual growth.  Some of you have 
had more Christian education than any other training 

in life!  Don’t be embarrassed or ashamed about 
what you, too, have seen and heard.  “You will be 

my witnesses,” that’s all the Savior asks you to 
do. 

As you do that, you won’t be alone.  Jesus 
promises, “You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you.”  This promise 
was fulfilled 10 days later, when the Holy 
Spirit was poured out on those disciples on 

the Day of Pentecost.  By the Spirit’s power, 
they would understand the Scriptures, the 

purpose and work of their Savior, and become 
bold and fearless witnesses for the Savior to all 

people.  Beginning close to home, expanding to Judea 
and Samaria, and eventually to the ends of the earth.  Like city, 
county, state, country, world today, our mission field is 
wherever sinners are in need of rescue.   The same 
tremendous power is at work today through the Word to make 
us what Jesus wants us to be: “You will be my witnesses!”   

With a wonderful promise, that our Lord is coming back, we 
can go back to our stations in life with Jesus’ parting words 
ringing in our ears: “You will be my witnesses.”  May we go 
back to our workplaces today and our homes tonight with 
renewed zeal and a new sense of purpose: just telling others 
what we have seen and heard.   May we be spurred on by the 
Holy Spirit’s power to be bold witnesses to everyone around us 
without delay, so that many more might share that home in 
heaven together with us.  



Summer Worship Schedule 
We will begin our Summer Sunday Worship Schedule on the 
weekend of June 1-3.  The only Service that will be changed is 

the Late Service on Sundays from 10:30 
to 10:00 a.m.   Saturday Night Services 

will be at 5:30 p.m., Early Sunday 
Services will be at 8:00 a.m., and 
Monday Night Services will continue 
to be at 6:30 p.m.   We hope that 

these various times will allow you to 
be faithful in your weekly Church 

attendance throughout the summer months.  If you are going to 
be traveling out of the area, please check our synod’s website:  
yearbook.wels.net for church locations and times of service for 
our WELS congregations.  They will be happy to see you!  By the 
same token, please invite your family, friends and neighbors to 
join us for worship throughout the summer months.  We will 
also be most happy to have them worship our gracious God 
together with us! 
 

Summertime 

Spiritual  Growth 

On Sunday, June 2nd, we will be starting our Sunday mornings 
19-Minute Bible Studies from 9:25 a.m. to 9:44 a.m.  The title 
of our summer series is “Grand Themes and Key Words.”  
Please join us on Sunday mornings in the church for these 
lessons throughout the summer months.  There will be no 19-
Minute Bible Study on Sunday, June 30, when our Service will 
be held at the Valley View Park for our Worship Service and 
Church Picnic on that date.    

Early Bird  
Bible Class  

Our Friday Morning Bible Study will be taking 
a break for the summer months.  Sincere thanks to 
all those who have made a special effort to 
be here on Friday mornings this year for 
Bible study.  We went through the 
Books of Colossians and Philippians.  We got through most of 
Galatians.  Please think about joining our group in the Fall for 
our Friday morning Bible Class.  

Outside Work Day 
We will attempt, weather permitting, an Outside Work Day on 
Saturday, June 1.  Work begins at 9:00 a.m.  Volunteers will be 
needed to help with flowerbeds, shrubs, and other projects to 
be done throughout the morning.  Thank you for any time and 
effort you can give to keep our church and school property in 
excellent condition and to give a good first impression to any 
visitors or potential prospects from our community.  Special 
thanks to Karen McAdams for organizing this special Work Day! 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

SERVICE & PICNIC 
Sunday, June 30th, will be our 
Outdoor Service & Church Picnic at 
the Valley View Park, Shelter #2, 
5051 Sunnyslope Rd. in New Berlin.  
The Service is at 10:00 a.m. followed 
by the picnic at 11:00.  Bring a lawn chair, blanket, or 
bring a friend.  Other activities include car show, face 
painting, balloon artist, etc.  Bring a finger-friendly 
dessert to share.  In case of bad weather, the Service and 
Picnic will be moved to Star of Bethlehem.  Please join us 
for this year’s Outdoor Worship Service and picnic.  
Please invite any friends, relatives, associates and 
neighbors to join us for worship, food, fellowship and fun! 
 

Paisley Joy Schaefer, daughter 
of Larry Jr. and Heather, was 
brought into God’s family 

through Holy Baptism on Sunday, 
May 3rd.  Also, Ari Jacob Beyer, 

son of Chad and Ramona, was 
baptized at Star of Bethlehem 
on May 19th.  May the Lord 
keep them in his loving arms 

throughout life to life everlasting.   
 

Lord’s Supper 
During the month of June, we will be having Holy 
Communion on the weekends of June 8-10 and June 22-
24.  June is a 5-Sunday month, but we will be moving the 
Lord’s Supper up to the 4th Sunday of June because our 
Sunday Worship Service and Church Picnic will be held at 
the Park the last Sunday of the month.  Please join us at 
the Lord’s Table for that refreshing nourishment for our 
souls on June 22-24.   

CALL UPDATE 
Mr. Daniel Larabee has returned the Call he had received 
from East Fork Lutheran Grade School and will continue 
his service here at Star of Bethlehem.  We are grateful to 
our Lord for leading him to this decision.  May the Lord 
continue to bless his teaching ministry among us.  May 
we also recommit ourselves to support him and his family 
with our prayers throughout his years of future service to 
our Lord in our church and school. 
 

 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 



We would like to print the 
names of all of our graduates in the next 
edition of The Star.  Please notify our Church 
Office of any graduations for high school, 
college, or post-graduate studies.  We 
congratulate our graduates and thank our 
Lord for guiding you and for enabling you to 
use your talents for his glory.   May he also 
bless your future education or enable you to 
find gainful employment in your particular 
field of study.  Please notify Jodi or Julie of 
your accomplishments ASAP.  Thanks! 

Awake and Alive 
Awake and Alive one-day Christian Gathering 
for young adults in the 18 to 25 generation is 
set for Sunday June 9th in person at St. Paul's 
Lutheran in Muskego, WI or form a "Live 
Stream" group and join us online! 

What are your strengths?  What gives you 
joy?  Want a simpler question... "What do you 
want to do with your life??"  OK, that one is 
often a challenging one to answer.  Even 
when we are absolutely certain of what we 
want to DO with our life, the journey to get 
there is filled with many challenges, twists 
and turns. Understanding your unique 
strengths will give you incredible insight into 
how you see the world and how you work 
with other people.  It can help with your 
personal and professional relationships and it 
can create stronger bonds with the people 
who matter most to you.  Dr. Scott Gostchock 
will be leading this year's discussion on the 
world famous "Strengths Finders" and how it 
can be used to help you understand the ways 
God has crafted you as a unique individual to 
bring glory to Him and joy to your heart.  

Awake and Alive is a Christian event ministry, 
inspiring hope-filled young adults in the 18-25 
generation across the nation along with 
leaders of young adult ministries. This year’s 
summer event is meant to encourage a 
generation of young adults and leaders from 
across the country.  It is free to register and 
you can join us as part of the event through 
your family, church or small group.  find more 
information at www.awakealive.com. Have 
questions? Contact Jill Dunbar at 
jilld@awakealive.com or Mike Westendorf at 
mikew@awakealive.com 

SEW District Convention 
Our Southeastern Wisconsin District 
Convention will be held at the Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary in Mequon on June 11-
12.  All pastors, male teachers and lay 
delegates will meet to discuss our Synod’s 
Mission and Ministry Plans for the next 2 
years.  These plans will be further studied by 
our Synod Convention in August at Martin 
Luther College in New Ulm, MN.  Mr. Gene 
Szaj will be serving as our congregation’s lay 
delegate at the Synod Convention in August.  
May the Lord grant him a safe trip and his 
blessings upon both our District and our 
Synod Conventions.   
 

SUMMER MUSIC CAMP 
Register for this year’s Music Camp, July 22-
26, at www.starofbethlehem.org  The camp 
is open to children ages 4-12.  There are 
many volunteer opportunities.  We could use 
60, small oatmeal containers, seven inches 
tall.  We do not need the lids.  Look for the 
collection box in the Gathering Area or talk 
to Teresa Metzger or call 414-510-7207.   
 

SUMMER CARE ACADEMY 
The daily and monthly calendars for  

summer care are available at: 
www.starofbethlehem.org/summercare.  

There is still time to register.  For questions, 
please contact Michelle Yass at 

michelle.yass@starofbethlehem.org 
 

WELS Marriage Enrichment 

and Getaway Weekend 
How is your marriage? Would you like it to 
be healthier? God designed marriage and 
only he can improve the health of your 
marriage. Join us for a two-day marriage 
enrichment event September 20-21, 2019. 
The cost is $185 per couple and includes a 
traditional Spanish family-style dinner Friday 
evening & lunch catered by Olde Madrid of 
Racine, continental breakfast Saturday 
morning, and all enrichment sessions.  Spend 
two days learning how to know each other 
better, appreciate each other more, gain 
trust, manage conflict, nurture intimacy and 
connect with each other intentionally – all in 
the light of God’s grace. The result?  A 
healthier marriage. Space is limited, so 
register early. See the poster or brochure in 
our lobby or visit: www.wels.net/marriage-
enrichment for more information and to 
register.  

MEN’S SOFTBALL 
After 2 games, our Star men 
have 1 win and 1 loss.  Two 
games were rained out and will 
be made up later in the season. 
Good luck, Star men, throughout 
the season.  The weekly 
schedule is posted on the church 
bulletin board.  Fan support is 
welcomed!  Admission is free! 

FRIENDS OF WISCO 
GOLF OUTING 

Registration is now underway 
for the Friends of Wisco Annual 
Golf Outing at a new location, 
the Ironwood Golf Course in 
Sussex beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
on Monday June 17.  The cost is 
$135 per person.  Fee includes 
green fees, golf cart, lunch and 
dinner and 2 drink tokens.   
Purchase a hole sponsorship and 
receive a discount on a 
foursome of golf.   The 
registration deadline is May 24.  
Contact Heidi Witz at 
planner@wlhs.org or call 414-
453-4567 ext. 2004.   
 

VIKING EXPLORER CAMPS 
Wisco has camps for theater, 
sports, robotics, music, 
cheerleading and more!  To 
register or for more information, 
please contact Blair Schaper at 
414-453-4567 Ext. 1326, or 
blair.schaper@wlhs.org  
 

Worship Suggestions 
In an effort to continue to do all 
we can to enhance our worship, 
the Worship Team invites you to 
give your input.  The Worship 
Suggestions box has been in the 
gathering area for you to be able 
to use for many years, but we 
wanted to make it easier.  When 
you have visited a sister 
congregation, perhaps there 
were songs or other elements of 
the service that you liked.  We 
need your help your help in 
identifying those things so that 
we can consider the potential of 
incorporating them into our 
worship at Star of Bethlehem.  
Please find our Worship 
Suggestions survey on our Star 
of Bethlehem webpage. 
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Tick Bites: First Aid 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

Most tick bites are painless and cause 
only minor signs and symptoms, such 
as redness, swelling or a sore on the 

skin. But some ticks transmit bacteria 
that cause illnesses, including Lyme disease 

and Rocky Mountain spotted fever. In general, 
to transmit Lyme disease a tick needs to be 
attached for at least 36 hours. Other infections 

can be transferred in a few hours or even a few minutes. 

To take care of a tick bite 

 Remove the tick promptly and carefully. Use fine-tipped 
forceps or tweezers to grasp the tick as close to your skin as 
possible. Gently pull out the tick using a slow and steady 
upward motion. Avoid twisting or squeezing the tick. Don't 
handle the tick with bare hands. Experts don't recommend 
using petroleum jelly, fingernail polish or a hot match to 
remove a tick. 

 If possible, seal the tick in a container. Put the container in a 
freezer. Your doctor may want to see the tick if you develop 
new symptoms. 

 Wash your hands and the bite site. Use warm water and 
soap, rubbing alcohol, or an iodine scrub. 

When to seek emergency care 

Call 911 or your local emergency number if you develop: 

 A severe headache 

 Difficulty breathing 

 Paralysis 

 Heart palpitations 

When to contact your doctor 

 You aren't able to completely remove the tick. The longer the 
tick remains attached to your skin, the greater your risk of 
getting a disease from it. 

 The rash gets bigger. A small red bump may appear at the site 
of the tick bite. This is normal. But if it develops into a larger 
rash, perhaps with a bull's-eye pattern, it may indicate Lyme 
disease. The rash usually appears within three to 14 days. 

Also consult your doctor if signs and symptoms disappear 
because you may still be at risk of the disease. Your risk of 
contracting a disease from a tick bite depends on where you 
live or travel to, how much time you spend outside in woody 
and grassy areas, and how well you protect yourself. 

 You develop flu-like signs and symptoms. Fever, chills, 
fatigue, muscle and joint pain, and a headache may 
accompany the rash. 

 You think the bite site is infected. Signs and symptoms 
include redness or oozing. 

 You think you were bitten by a deer tick. You may need 
antibiotics. 

If possible, bring the tick with you to your doctor's appointment. 

Source:  Mayo Clinic  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the 

President 
You may have heard that the WELS’ 65th Biennial Convention 
will be held at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota on 
July 29-August 1 under the theme “For the Generations to 
Come.” 

According to WELS President Rev. Mark Schroeder “this theme 
emphasizes the privilege and responsibility that we have to 
hold on to God’s saving truth for ourselves and to pass it down 
to those who will come after us.  Convention worship, essays, 
and decisions will focus on that theme and highlight the 
challenges and privileges we will have as we carry out the 
mission that God has given to us.” 

Major items for consideration at the 2019 convention include 
the proposed ministry financial plan (budget) for the next 
biennium, the recognition of full fellowship with two Lutheran 
church bodies, and the plans for a concerted effort to assist 
congregations to remain spiritually healthy. 

Twenty memorials (a formal request to the synod convention 
for specific action) will also be considered. 

All of these materials are contained in the Book of Reports and 
Memorials.  If you would like a copy, visit 
wels.net/2019synodconvention and look under “Key 
convention documents.” 

Please include in your prayers the 400 delegates who will be 
attending this Convention that our Lord would guide them in all 
their discussions to His glory and to the benefit of His church! 

See you in church! 
- Gene Szaj 
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GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS THROUGH 5/12/19 

Star's 2019 mission plan of $1,143,989 requires average 
weekly offerings of $22,000.  The YTD mission plan amount 
reported above takes into consideration the variability of 

weekly offerings.  Based on historical giving patterns, above 
average offerings are received during church holidays. 

http://www.wels.net/2019synodconvention

